Your Excellency, Archbishop Martin Kmetec,
Reverend Canon James Buxton,

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

It is with sincere joy that we gather today in this holy and historic
place, the Basilica of Saint John the Theologian in Ephesus, a land
sanctified by the preaching, witness, and prayer of the beloved
disciple of the Lord.

| would like to express my heartfelt gratitude in a special way to His
Excellency Archbishop Martin Kmetec for his initiative and care in
organizing this meaningful gathering. | also extend my sincere thanks
to our Roman Catholic brothers and sisters, and to all those who have
contributed to this beautiful evening of fraternity and Christian
friendship. | would also like to greet with joy the Anglican Community
of Smyrna, as well as the Anglican pilgrims and visitors from Great
Britain, who are with us this evening.

Saint John the Theologian is loved and honored by all Christians.
Through his Gospel and his words, he continues to remind us of the
central message of our faith: “God is love.” In a world often wounded
by division and conflict, our presence here together is a humble but
meaningful witness to dialogue, mutual respect, and peace. May the
blessing and intercessions of Saint John be with all of us, and may
they guide all Christians ever closer to Christ, who is the source of
truth, love, and unity.



Ekselanslari Basepiskopos Martin Kmetec,
Muhterem Canon James Buxton,

Mesih’te sevgili kardeslerim,

Bugiin burada, Efes’teki Aziz Yuhanna ilahiyatci Bazilikas’nda bir araya
gelmekten buyuk bir seving duyuyoruz. Bu anlamh bulusmanin
dizenlenmesi icin 0zellikle Ekselanslari Basepiskopos Martin
Kmetec’e, gosterdigi 6zen ve emeklerinden dolayi igten tesekkirlerimi
sunuyorum. Ayrica Roma Katolik kardeslerimize ve bu gilzel kardeslik
ve Hristiyan dostlugu aksamina katkida bulunan herkese samimi
stikranlarimi ifade ediyorum. Bugiin aramizda bulunan izmir Anglikan
Toplulugu’nu ve Buyldk Britanya’dan gelen Anglikan haci ve
ziyaretgileri de sevingle selamliyorum. Aziz Yuhanna, bitin
Hristiyanlar tarafindan sevilen ve saygi duyulan ortak bir azizdir. Onun
bize biraktigi en bulylk mesajlardan biri sudur: “Tanr sevgidir”
Buglinki birlikteligimiz de karsilikli sayginin, kardegsligin ve barisin
glzel bir isaretidir.

Aziz Yuhanna’nin dualari hepimizle olsun.



